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strong for him: the arguments, too convincingly subtle.   It was
his duty to forget the Lady Sarah.
Colonel David Graeme, one of Bute's friends, was sent out
to Germany to report on the princesses available for marriage.
His instructions were explicit: only good Lutherans would be
considered; and they must be accomplished in music and the
usual genteel arts, amiable and good-looking. At Pyrmont
Graeme came upon the Dowager-Duchess of Mecklenburg-
Strelitz, who had gone there to take the waters with her two
daughters; and the younger daughter, Charlotte Sophia, seemed
to die Colonel to fulfil all the conditions laid down by his
employers. He reported accordingly; and in due course a
preliminary offer of marriage was made.
Naturally there was a tremendous amount of excitement in
the ducal palace at Mecklenburg-Strelitz, and it was greatly
increased when the official English envoy appeared with the
formal proposal of marriage and orders to bring die little princess
to her future home in England. Lord Harcourt was the envoy:
he was accompanied by the Duchesses of Ancaster and Hamilton,
two very charming ladies, who immediately won the heart of their
future queen. Charlotte was somewhat put about by the cere-
monial of the formal betrothal—when she was laid upon a sofa
and the English King's proxy placed his leg by her; but her
brother, die Duke, gruffly chided her with Allons, ne fais pas
I*enfant, tu vas etre reine d*Angleterre; and her confidence returned.
Harcourt and die Duchesses escorted her to the English ships
which under the command of Lord Anson were lying at the
moudi of the Elbe. The countryside came out to see the future
Queen of England; but most people were a litde disappointed
at the plainness of her looks. Everything was done for her
comfort: the ships were daubed with a profusion of gilt; and
die cabin and saloons were furnished with, mahogany furniture,
Turkey carpets and red damask hangings. And as a compliment
to her musical ability they had placed a new harpsichord in her
saloon.
For a fortnight Anson and his men tried to bring the ships
to an English port. Storms beat them back, or drove them even
as far north as Norway. The two English Duchesses and the
three German personal servants [Mistress von Schwellenberg,
Mistress Hagedorn and Herr Friedrich Albert] suffered terribly
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